The Text and Academic Authors Association
(TAA) is a nonprofit membership association of
maore than 1,200 textbook and academic authors.
TAA is the only association committed solely to
assisting and protecting the rights of textbook and
academic authors. TAA was established in 1987
for those interested in developing and publishing
educational materials, including textbooks, articles
for academic journals and other academic writing,
software, videos, monographs, reference books,
and multimedia CD-ROM disks. TAA's mission is
to enhance the quality of educational materials
and assist text and academic authors in matters
involving them, including taxes, copyright,
royalties and better appreciation of their work
within the academic environment.

Since its inception in 1987, TAA members have
held the problems of complimentary copies and
used textboocks to be among the most worrisome
and aggravating ones of the profession. An
historical look at TAA's fight against the sale of
complimentary copies can be found on its website at:
www. TAAonline.net/mediarcom/stompcomp.html

Contact TAA:

Phone: (727) 563-0020
Email: TEXT@tampabay.rr.com
Address: P.O. Box 76477

St. Petersburg, FL 33734-6477

TEXT AND ACADEMIC AUTHORS ASSOCIATION

www.TAAonline.net

Why You Should Stop
Selling Your Comp Gopies
to Book Resellers

> By selling complimentary copies, you
contribute to the used book problem,
and the high costs of textbooks
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The _-mﬂ—— cost em s:——-an-’w is & hot topic in the

news these days. Congress is initiating a probe into the
cost of college textbooks; California and other states are
proposing legislation aimed toward curbing the price of
textbooks at both el-hi and college levels; and CALPIRG,
the California arm of PIRG (Public Interest Research
Group), gained national attention with its call far publishers
to reduce the price of textbooks and to lengthen the time
between revisions. While CALPIRG is blaming what they
see as frequent and unnecessary revisions as the cause

of high textbook prices, the real culprits behind the

rising cost of textbooks are the sale of used books and
complimentary. copies.

The general public is unaware of this practice, mainly
because those who profit from it don’t want it to go away.
Most college administratars do not want to discuss it;
book vendors and college bookstores exploit it; and faculty
who are doing it don't want to lose the money it generates.
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