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Smoke-Free Campus Exploratory Committee
A RESOLUTION
To renew the Georgia College student-body's vital interest in maintaining a healthy and safe environment for its peers, faculty, staff and visitors while respecting individual choice to smoke.
This addresses the plea from the American Lung Association to investigate ways to reduce campus smoking based on current data illustrating one in five college students are smokers - and the U.S. Health and Human Services’ Healthy Campus 2010 goal of reducing the percentage of college smokers to below 10.5 percent by 2010.  NOTE: In 2006, roughly one in five college students smoked (19.2 percent). Although still unacceptably high, this marked the lowest rate of smoking among college students since 1980.
This also addresses the concern for nonsmokers susceptible to secondhand exposure.  NOTE: Current Surgeon General’s Report concluded that scientific evidence indicates that there is no risk-free level of exposure to secondhand smoke. Short exposures to secondhand smoke can cause blood platelets to become stickier, damage the lining of blood vessels, decrease coronary flow velocity reserves, and reduce heart rate variability, potentially increasing the risk of heart attack.
WHEREAS, to “smoke” and “smoking” means creating smoke by lighting a cigarette, cigar, pipe or other smoking product; it means as well puffing on, carrying or holding a lighted cigarette, cigar, pipe or other tobacco product.
WHEREAS, campus-wide smoking regulations are not intended to deny smokers their prerogatives, but rather to limit the potential adverse affects of smoking on others.  Where the desire of smokers to smoke conflicts with the desire of nonsmokers to breathe smoke-free air, the desire to have smoke-free air will have priority.
WHEREAS, it is our strong recommendation that GCSU enact the following regulation and call to action, superseding any contradicting policy affecting any member of the GCSU community:

•
Areas within 30 feet of building entrances, exits, open windows, and in front of air intake ducts shall be designated as “Smoke Free Zones” to allow nonsmoking members of the campus community and visitors to GCSU free and open access to all buildings without risk of exposure to the effects of tobacco smoke.

•
Signs designating “No Smoking Within 30 Feet” will be posted at building entrances and exits and in front of air intake ducts where appropriate.

•
All ashtrays shall be removed from any area where smoking is prohibited, and to the discretion of Physical Plant and Environmental Health and Occupational safety, said ashtrays will be moved to a non-regulated area or permanently removed from campus grounds.
WHEREAS, it is our strong recommendation that Unit heads (Vice Presidents, Deans, Directors), or their designees, are responsible for:

•
Assuring that this policy is communicated to everyone within his or her area of responsibility and to all new members of the GCSU community.

•
Office of Human Resources has the responsibility of implementing the policy and guidelines and assuring that appropriate notice is provided.  This includes posting this policy in the Employee Handbook and incorporating it in the employee orientation process.

•
The Director of Campus Life has the responsibility of ensuring that this policy is housed in the student handbook and incorporated in the student orientation program.
WHEREAS, it is our strong recommendation that said regulation be enforced both by GCSU Public Safety and the Environmental Health and Occupational Safety, where violators are subject to criminal prosecution under the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, 16-12-2.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Student Government Association of Georgia College & State University that:

•
Areas within 30 feet of building entrances, exits, open windows, and in front of air intake ducts shall be designated as “Smoke Free Zones” to allow nonsmoking members of the campus community and visitors to GCSU free and open access to all buildings without risk of exposure to the effects of tobacco smoke.

•
Signs designating “No Smoking Within 30 Feet” will be posted at building entrances and exits and in front of air intake ducts where appropriate.

•
All ashtrays shall be removed from any area where smoking is prohibited, and to the discretion of Physical Plant and Environmental Health and Occupational safety, said ashtrays will be moved to a non-regulated area or permanently removed from campus grounds.

•
Vice Presidents, Deans, and Directors should be delegated said operational procedures.

•
GCSU Public Safety and the Environmental Health and Occupational Safety should enforce said regulation, where violators are subject to criminal prosecution under Official Code of Georgia Annotated, 16-12-2.
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APPENDIX

•
Current University policy as outlined in the Student Handbook is outdated and contradictory to University Housing’s Residence Hall Handbook, and reads as follows:
Tobacco Use
The following policies are in effect: 

•
There will be no smoking within enclosed spaces in facilities on the Georgia College & State University Campus in Milledgeville. Each building and/or facility will have No Smoking signs posted on or near access doorways (i.e., doors opening to the outside of the building.) 
  

•
Each building coordinator will designate one or more covered outdoor spaces at each building or facility site where smoking of tobacco products may take place. Receptacles containing sand or other noncombustible materials will be provided in these areas. 
  

•
The smoking of tobacco products is permitted within campus living facilities with the consent of all residents of the same living space; (e.g., roommates in residence halls and roommates in the facilities housing conference participants). The only exception to this allowance is that smoking is not permitted in the group bedroom areas of Lake Laurel Lodge. 

•
Current University Housing policy as stated in the Residence Hall Handbook reads as follows:
46. Smoking
All residence halls - and GCSU buildings - are smoke-free.  Smoking is prohibited throughout the residence halls, public areas, student rooms, or within 30 feet of a residence hall.

•
Georgia state law, all encompassing of Smoking in Public Places including laws enacted by state or local agencies, reads as follows:
O.C.G.A. § 16-12-2 
GEORGIA CODE
Copyright 2008 by The State of Georgia
All rights reserved.

*** Current through the 2008 Regular Session ***

TITLE 16.  CRIMES AND OFFENSES  
CHAPTER 12.  OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC HEALTH AND MORALS  
ARTICLE 1.  GENERAL PROVISIONS 

O.C.G.A. § 16-12-2  (2008)

§ 16-12-2.  Smoking in public places 


   (a) A person smoking tobacco in violation of Chapter 12A of Title 31 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, if convicted, shall be punished by a fine of not less than $100.00 nor more than $500.00.

(b) This Code section shall be cumulative to and shall not prohibit the enactment of any other general and local laws, rules and regulations of state or local agencies, and local ordinances prohibiting smoking which are more restrictive than this Code section.

HISTORY: Code 1933, § 26-9910, enacted by Ga. L. 1975, p. 45, § 1; Ga. L. 1982, p. 3, § 16; Ga. L. 1994, p. 650, § 3; Ga. L. 2005, p. 60, § 16/HB 95; Ga. L. 2005, p. 1184, § 1/SB 90.
