Research Committee Report Recommendations

1. Instead of attempting to support all areas of Boyer’s classification, it is recommended that the Faculty Research Committee focus primarily on scholarly and creative accomplishments.  Scholarly and creative accomplishments should be defined as a product.  That product may be a performance, presentation, publication (book, paper), show (exhibit of artistic work), or technical report for an agency or business that is not published or distributed beyond that agency or business (e.g. completing a neurophysiologic study for a drug company).

2. The subcommittee further noted the importance of emphasizing that any publications on the Scholarship of Teaching or the Scholarship of Application do indeed qualify for the competition during the selection process for the Excellence in Research and Publication Award.
3. Instead of the current arrangement, it is recommended that Faculty Research Committee members should represent the academic schools in proportion to the number of faculty in those schools.  Representatives of the School of Liberal Arts should represent the following fields in equal numbers: a) the natural sciences and math, b) the social sciences, and c) art, music/theatre, and literature.
4.  It is recommended that the Faculty Research Committee be comprised of appointed members.  The new AVP for Academic Affairs, Roy Moore, who supervises staff associated with research and grants, should serve as an ex officio member, as well as the Administrative Coordinator for Research and Graduate Services (Donna Douglas). 

5. It is further recommended that the Faculty Research Committee no longer have responsibility for selecting the recipients of the Excellence in Research/Publication awards.  Instead, that responsibility should fall to a new awards committee, the membership of which would be elected by the schools, as recommended in the following section authored by Subcommittee #2.  Representatives of the School of Liberal Arts should represent the following fields in equal numbers: a) the natural sciences and math, b) the social sciences, and c) art, music/theatre, and literature.
6. It is recommended that there be no summer FRC meeting or summer round of faculty research allocations.  If there are additional funds remaining at the end of the fiscal year, then one final round of allocations could be made late in the spring semester.

7. It is recommended that the Excellence in Research/Publication Award and the Excellence in Artistic Endeavor Award each should be awarded in the amount of $500 each year and that the time period considered for both awards be two or three calendar years, instead of one calendar year as is currently the case. A multi-year lookback will reward consistency of research or artistic endeavor.  (Awards are funded by the Alumni foundation; amounts awarded are decided by them as well.)  The winners of the previous year’s competition should not be eligible to compete.

8. It is recommended that the winners of these two awards should be chosen by elected (not appointed) committees.  (Given the recommendation by Subcommittee #1 that the Faculty Research Committee be comprised of appointed representatives, the FRC will no longer be responsible for selecting Research/Publication Award recipients.  Instead, a new elected committee will have to be formed, based on specific eligibility requirements (research or artistic activity).  The recipient of the last award given will automatically serve on the relevant committee without any election. The elections shall be administered by the schools.  Representatives of the School of Liberal Arts should represent the following fields in equal numbers: a) the natural sciences and math, b) the social sciences, and c) art, music/theatre, and literature.  

