Craig,

After looking at the Senate website, I think it would be important to answer the questions I have included below.  I also think that the information presented during the orientation session should be brief but provide a basic understanding of what is expected and suggestions on how to satisfy those expectations.  I would discourage providing too much detail at this first meeting and instead spend the time answering the questions and indicating where to locate information. I noticed that Betty Block’s speech from last year’s new faculty orientation answered some of these questions so we may want to “borrow” some of her talk for this year.

-Janet
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1. What are the responsibilities and expectations of a University Senator?

· Who do I represent?  (Constituency)
· What meetings/functions am I expected to attend?

· What committee(s) will I serve on? 

· What other responsibilities/expectations are there of/for University Senators?

2.  How does the University Senate operate? (Flow of Senate Business/Governance Graphic)

· WHO?  Composition of the University Senate

· WHEN?  What is the University Senate Calendar?

· WHAT?  What types of business is considered by the University Senate?  

                 (Proposal Checklist)

            – Policy, Concerns, Information 

· HOW?  What is the process by which the University Senate considers business?  
(Motion Checklist)

RARELY Issues are considered as a Committee of the Whole

USUALLY Issues are considered by a Standing Committee and acted on by the entire University Senate

a. How does someone submit a proposal for consideration by the University Senate? 
b. What are the University Senate Committees?  (AGC, BPC, CON ECUS, SAC, USC)
c. What are the primary responsibilities of each committee?

3.  How does the University Senate communicate internally? 

     (Email Lists, Agenda on Web, Motion Form, Acronyms)

4.  Where can I find information about the University Senate? 
      (Website, Local Links)
5.  Who can I talk to if I have specific questions?  
      (Committee Chairs, Executive Committee, Mentors, FAQ (nonexistent) etc.)

