Promoting the Assembly’s Efficient Use of Time
It is the responsibility of the presiding officer to expedite business in every way that is compatible with the rights of members.  All members have the right to speak to every debatable motion before it is finally acted upon.  Generally accepted parliamentary procedure allows a member no more than 10 minutes to speak to a motion when having obtained the floor (unless given more time by unanimous consent of the assembly).  Also, no member can speak to the same motion more than twice on the same day.  These generally accepted parliamentary procedures can be restricted or relaxed by changing the limits of debate.  An assembly at any session can change the limits of debate, for that session only, by means of a main motion adopted by a two-thirds vote.  The motion must be seconded and is debatable and amendable.  

The assembly can also vote to limit the total time that motion can be debated before a vote is taken.  Again this would take a two-thirds vote of the assembly to adopt.  A drawback here would be the potential to limit or exclude members who want to be heard.
Fixing time for Adjournment or Recess

Since the University Senate operates with a rule that the regularly scheduled monthly meetings last from 12:30 to 1:45 pm, any deviation from the scheduled ending time requires agreement from the assembly.  Several options are available to the assembly to deal with unfinished business.

1.  A motion can be made by a member of the assembly to fix the time for adjournment for later in the day (or another specified day and time before the next regularly scheduled meeting) so as to continue with the day’s business. The motion to fix the time of adjournment, requires a second, is not debatable, but is amendable (requires a majority to pass).  

2.  A motion can be made by a member of the assembly to recess until a later day and time.  This motion requires a second, is debatable and amendable (requires a majority to pass).  This motion is appropriate if the next gathering of the assembly, to continue unfinished business, is within a relatively short period of time. 

3.  Another alternative is to continue with the unfinished agenda at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the University Senate.   

